March 23, 2010 Meeting


Field School 3 Itinerary:

May 1-May 3: Macro-scale Geology! General cross-section through western CA Pacific-Owens Valley

May 1: SFO-Half Moon Bay

11:45 a.m. Arrive SFO 

12-3: Get baggage, vans, lunch – near airport

3-5: Drive to Marin Headlands 

· Crystal Springs Reservoir – drive by

· quick Bay Area overview

· Franciscan Fm

5-7: Drive to Half Moon Bay State Beach camp (4 sites reserved, ph: 650-726-8820) 

· Devil’s Slide, Pacifica, houses falling off sea-cliff

· Stop to buy stoves, gas coolers, groceries or just grab dinner on road

May 2: Half Moon Bay to Big Sur

8-9:  Breakfast, leave camp

9-1: coastal highway – drive to Santa Cruz

· Coastal Faults (Año Nuevo)

· Marine Terraces – stratigraphy, morphology (Wilder Ranch? UCSC?)

· UCSC – lunch spot, view of Monterey Bay, Overview (San Andreas, Salinia)

1-2:30: Drive to Point Lobos

2:30-5: Point Lobos Geology

· Submarine Canyons, turbidites, Salinian granite

5-6: Drive to Pfeiffer Big Sur State Park (4 sites reserved, ph:831-667-2315)

· Stop for groceries, etc if necessary (Carmel)

· Coastal views, erosion, colluvium, Franciscan/Salinian overview
May 3: Big Sur – Merced Falls

8-9: Breakfast, leave camp

9-11: Hwy 1

· Franciscan Fm./Salinian Block Stops

11-1: Hwy 1 - Watsonville

· Lunch, San Andreas morphology, Quarry (?)

1-2: Watsonville-Hollister

· San Andreas Offsets – Historic/Present 

2-3:30: Hollister – Pacheco Pass

· Fransicsan Fm.

· Great Valley Sequence, Coast Range Fault

· San Luis Reservoir

3:30-7:30: Drive to Lake McClure camp (Barrett Rec  Area, ph: 209-378-2521)

· Great Valley views: oil, hydrology

· Merced Falls Dam – Mesozoic Metasediments (structure)
May 4: Merced Falls – SNARL (Sierra Nevada Aquatic Research Laboratory)

8-9: Breakfast, leave camp

9-2: Lake McClure – Carson Pass (88 – open year round – check conditions!)

· CA Gold (Colterville)

· Table Mnt – lava flows, preserved surface, old river drainage

2-6: Carson Pass – SNARL (contact: Dan Dawson, ph: 760-935-4334)

· Sierran Granodiorite

· Glacial Morphology

· Mono Lake Overlook – overview of Owens Valley

· Sierra Nevada Detachment, Moraine views

6-8: SNARL 

· Orientation/Dinner

May 5: Owens Valley Intro Trip: Student-lead sites

8-9: Breakfast

9-12: Northern Sites

· Hot Dirt 

· Obsidian Dome

· Mono Lake – shorlines, stratigraphy, hydrogeology

· Panum Crater? (if not , a half-day stop on another day)

12- 1 Lunch 

1-4 Southern Sites

· Big Pumice Cut – Sherwin Till

· Bishop Tuff at Owens River Gorge

· Hot Creek (time?)

4-5: SNARL – break, shower, relax

5-7: Dinner

7:30-8:30: Remote Mapping project for next day

May 6: Walker Lake/Bloody Canyon Moraines, Hilton Creek Fault

8-9: Breakfast

9-4: SNARL-Activity-SNARL

· a.m - Mapping at Bloody Canyon/Walker Lake

· p.m. - Mapping at Hilton Creek Fault

4-5: Work on report/map at SNARL

6-7: Dinner

7:30-8:30: Remote Mapping project for next day

May 7:  Poverty Hills Mapping (OVF, cinder cones)

8-9: Breakfast

9-4: SNARL-Activity-SNARL

· a.m. - mapping on east side (folds, basalt)

· p.m. - mapping on west side (fault)

· p.m. - mapping on north side (offset cinder cone)

4-5: Work on report/map at SNARL

6-7: Dinner

7:30-8:30: Remote Mapping project for next day

May 8: Owens Lake/Lone-Pine (OV) Fault/Keeler Fan-Fault

8-9: Breakfast

9-4: SNARL-Activity-SNARL

· Alabama Hills/Lone Pine Scarp

· Keeler Fan/Section

· Wacoba Lake Beds

· mapping and short report

4-5: Work on report/map at SNARL

6-7: Dinner

7:30-8:30: Report Writing, Pack/Clean

May 9: SNARL-Death Valley

8-9: Breakfast

9-10: Clean up – leave SNARL

10-1: Drive to Death Valley National Park/Stop for groceries 

1-2:30: Lunch/set up camp, Stovepipe Wells (

2:30-6: Visit Umahede Crater, other stops en route

6-7: Dinner

May 10: Mesquite Dunes/Golden Canyon

8-9: Breakfast

9-11:00: Mesquite dunes

11:00-12:30 Drive to Golden Canyon/Lunch

12:30-4:00: Golden Canyon walk/sedimentology of Tertiary basins project

4:00-6:00: Drive to Badwater

6:00-7:00: Return to Stovepipe Wells

7:00-8:00: Dinner

May 11: Zabriskie Point/Eagle Mountain/Shoshone

8-9: Breakfast

9-9:30: Pack-up

9:30-11: Drive to Dante’s Viewpoint/Lunch

11-12: Drive to Eagle Mountain 

12-1: Lunch

1-5: Eagle Mountain/Cambrian Carrara Formation  

5-6: Drive to Shoshone, set up camp at Shoshone Campground (760-852-4335)
6:30-8:00: Dinner in Shoshone

May 12: War Eagle Mine/Ediacaran transect

8-9: Breakfast

9-10: Drive to Southern Nopah Range

10-5: Walk Ediacaran Section/mapping and logging exercise

5-6: Drive to camp/set-up camp 

6-7: Dinner

May 13: Beck Springs and Kingston Peak Formation

8-9: Breakfast

9-10: Drive to Sperry Wash

10-12: Kingston Peak Formation (NPz glaciation/turbidites)

12-1:30: Drive to talc mine/Lunch

1:30-5:30: Walk section of Crystal Springs/Beck Springs formations/mapping exercise

5:30-6: Return to camp

6-7: Dinner

May 14: Tecopa to Los Angeles

8-9:30 Breakfast

9:30-10:30 Pack-up

10:30-8:00 Scenic route to Los Angeles

