EPSC 221:
GENERAL GEOLOGY

Lab I:
Minerals



Minerals—WVhat are they?
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Quartz Hornblende Feldspar
(Mineral) (Mineral) (Mineral)




Minerals—Identification






Not always diagnostic!




HARDNESS

Hardness Scale
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Mohs Scale




STREAK

White
streak
plate
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FRACTURE

Breaks randomly Breaks along a certain
(e.g. conchoidal) plane(s)




FRACTURE
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CLEAVAGE

Cubic (3)

(a)

Rhombohedral (3)
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Cleavage in a certain number of “good” directions
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